Alcantarea 'Passion'--Otherwise known in Australia as Alc. nova aff. patriae or RSS0901.





Separation of A. 'Passion' from A. extensa


 The leaves of A. 'Passion' are rather soft and floppy compared with leathery more erect leaves of A. extensa. A. 'Passion' has long linear leaf blades while with  A. extensa they are ligulate.





The most obvious feature difference is the scape. With Alcantarea extensa a lot of the stem is exposed due to the scape bracts being smaller and more evenly sized: A. 'Passion' has very large lower scape bracts slowly reducing in size progressing upward from the leaves. These extremely large bracts extend to 50% of the scape then are more consistently smaller for the upper 50%. Only in the last couple of bracts do they expose the scape. The upper scape bracts of A. 'Passion'  are still larger in comparison. With A. ' Passion' they are 10cm long and 10cm wide while with A. extensa they are 5cm long and 4 cm wide. Scape (peduncle) is very much wider for A. 'Passion' to 5.5cm vs. 3cm.





Inflorescences are very variable on A. 'Passion'. The whole floral assemblage can look like A. patriae with many long branches going sigmoidal with age. Rachilla is recorded as geniculate for extensa but observed as only slightly so for A. 'Passion'. The flowers are most like A. extensa in appearance. Both have gibbous (dilated) floral bracts but flowers are more diminutive when compared with  A. extensa other than the longer petals for  'Passion' (11cm vs. 8cm).  Flowers per branch - numbers overlap but A. 'Passion' can be much larger. 12-26 for A. extensa while 10-39 for A. 'Passion'. Floral bracts much larger (fatter flower) for extensa being up to 64mm wide for A. extensa and 30mm for A. 'Passion'. Floral Bracts broadly elliptic for A. extensa and ovate for  A. 'Passion'.





No firm comparative data available for:


Hair pups-- A. Passion gives more hair pups, per generation, than any other Alcantarea observed. 100 per generation would not be an exaggeration. 





Self Pollination.


Being a night flowerer and with filament arrangement designed for bats, in Australia A. 'Passion' is nearly 100 % pollinated by falling pollen. Bump the plant and pollen showers down. Other possible pollination mechanisms are cleverly avoided by the plant, as an example the rachilla can be smothered by non sweet non fragrant mucilage stopping pollination by ants.





Passion as a new species to science.


With its ability to self pollinate and its abundance of hair pups it seems to have maintained its integrity in Australia. No herbarium specimen has been identified. It is believed to be known to two leading Alcantarea taxonomists. I'm expecting it to be found at a low altitude coastal rocky habitat on the east Atlantic sea board in Espirito Santo, Brazil. Probably in the vicinity of A. extensa and A. patriae. It has been studied by myself growing in tropical coastal Townsville and it flowers 3.5 years from budding on its mother plant. This is quicker, by one year, than the known tropical coastal plant  A. glaziouana also grown in Townsville, Australia. 
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